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II Cox. iv. 7. 


. we have this Treaſure in Earthen 725 
that the Excellency of the Power may be of 


Cod, and not of us. 

3 Proof of the Truth contained in the former 

Part of my Text, that we have the 2 

Freqſure in Earthen Veſſels, for here is one of thoſe Yeſſels 
Token and laid by, by which it appears to have been, 
o' a ſtrang one, yet an earthen one: And now O that 
Divine Grace would by its ſanctifying quickning Influen- 
upon all our Hearts verify the latter Part of the Text, 
d give us an Inſtance of it, that nee this, 
gere is an Excellency of Power going along with the Go- 
del of Chriſt, which depends not upon dying Men, but 
pon a living God, and is mighty through him to the pul- 2 Cor. 3. 
i down of the ſtrong Holds of Sin, and the ſetting up of 4. 


IVIN E Providence has in the mournful Oc- 
caſion of this Solemnity given us a ſenſible 


reenger for Chriſt, that he may divide the Spoil, and poſ- Luke 11. 
ss the Throne in the Soul! And if we have Experience . 

"MW this, that tho? faithful Miniſters are removed one after 
:Woother, yet che Spirit of the Lord is not departed from us, 

will be aur be Support and Comfort under all Afflicti- 

Ds of this kind; for though our Miniſters have their 
Prengeh weakened in the way, and their Days ſhortned, yet Hed. 13. 
2 ** * , Jef 
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Feſus Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, the ow ar 
1 to — — . They are wearied — Ls. out, andi i 
4. 40.28. 0 .TRCPEC 4 weary are ab ren £98 alin 
: eben the 7754 he Opt of the Ents he Chri 
fanlerß nt, ber, en; * be to N g 


{till we have the Treaſure, and if it be not our own FE ſtr 


1 Tim. 1. 
11. 


Eph. 3. 8. 


Ver. 6. 


Job 38. 13 
14. 


the Gentile Philoſophy, which did but darken Counſilt 


yan it 
lars 


may make it ours, tho' ſtill we have it in Earthen Veſ 

Firſt, By the Treaſure here ſpoken of *tis plain we 
to underſtand the Goſpel of Chriſt; the glorious Goſpel 
the bleſſed God ; in which is ſet before us, and offer' 


us, the unſeare hable Riches of Chtift. Tis this TrealWant a 
this which his Heart was fo much upon, and fo fullfh it I 
This Which in the Verſe before he had call'd the Light han 


the Knowledge of the Glory of God, in the Face of 
Chrift. That's the Treaſure which we Chriſtians l 
and glory in. And a noble Deſcription it is of the a 
laſting Goſpel which is preached to us, and profeſs'd by wife 
Ir is Light, tis ſuch a Light as in the Dawning oft 
Day of the Creation ſhore out of Darkneſs, when the 
mighty Word ſaid, Let there be Light, and was the | 
born of this viſible World; tis ſuch a Light as eg 
Morning ſhines out of the Darkness of the Night, 
as the Goſpel did, it may take hold on the Ends of 
Earth, which is turn'd to it as Clay to the Seal, Wi 
more bright and glorious than the Light? What n 
pure? What more ſelf-evident, and what more 
come to them that fit in Darkneſs? Light is indeel 
Treaſure, and we have it from the Father of Lights. 
It zecommends it ſelf to thoſe who would improve M ber 
Natural Reaſon, for it gives Knowledge, ſound KndſGoſp 
ledge, uſeful Knowledge, the Knowledge of Duty, rom 
Knowledge of Salvation by the Remiſſion of Sins, a Klin t 
ledge infinitely preferable to that which the inquiſit 
Part of Mankind amus'd and perplex'd themſelves with 


Words without Knowledge ;, the Light of Joy which! 
Goſpel brings, reſalts from the Light of Knowledge, 
that's no Chriſtian Devotion which has Ignorance for | 
Mother of it, 

It recommends it ſelf likewiſe to thoſe who wouldi 
prove their Natural Religion, for it gives us the Kne 
ledge of the Glory of God, the Founder and Center of 
Religion; it ſets that Glory before us as the Object bh! 
of all our Adorations, and of all our Aims, The Heat 
indeed declare the Glory of God, but they ſhew 1 | 
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Sow and which way we may glorify him, much lefs be 

wificd with him Here, therefore. where Natural Rea- 
Sn 2nd Religion do both leave us at a Loſs, the Goſpel 
on takes ns up, and leads us on, ſhews us the Glor; of 
a frining in the Face of Chriſt, where it ſhines clearer 
d ſtronger, and brighter, and with more Satisfaction 


Lean it doth in the Face of the whole Creation; for it 

we Seclares the Glory of God reconcilable to us, and acceſſible 
op us, nay, and in Chrift reconciling the World to himſelf, * Cor. 5. 
ffer d taking a Remnant of the Children of Men into Cove- “. 


ant and Communion with himſelf, through a Mediator. 
ul it Life and Immortality ere brought to Light, are brought 2 Tim. I. 
d hand; fuch a Knowledge as this well deſerves to be 10. 
Walled a Treaſure, and it is this Treafare here ſpoken of. 
Secondly, By the Earthen Veſſels here it is plain we are 


oo onderftand the Apoſtles and the AMiniſters of the Goſpel, 
by ere in their preſent State, while they are in the Body. 
g oft have this Treaſure lodg'd with us for the Uſe of others, 
the Whoſe Bodies ate as Earthen Veſſels, Theſe were the 


n Chriſt gavs unto Men when he aſcended up on high, Eph. 4.1L. 
Wand valuable Gifts indeed if we confider the Treafure 

og d in them z) not only Prophets and Apoſtles, but Ta- 

ors and Teachers, whoſe Office and Buſineſs it is t6 

each the glad Tidings of Redemption, by the Redee- 

er's offering himſelf to be a Sacrifice for us, and a Savi- 

wr to Us, 

nde The very ſame Golpel that was ch'd by the Apaſtles 

nd Evangelifts then, is preached by the Paſtors and Tea- 


wwe Uher; ſtil! only the Buſineſs of the firſt Preachers of the 
KaqPoſpel was to propagate it to diftant Nations, to carry it Rom. 10. 


om Place to Place, that Chriſt might be known Salva- 18. 
n to the Ends of the Earth; the Buſineſs of the Paſtors 
nd Teachers ſince has been rather to propagate it to ſuc- 
— Generations, to carry it from Age to Age, that 5 
e Name of Chriſt might endure for ever, and his Throne Pl. 89. 29. 
the Days of Heaven. The former was intimated in 2 
he Command, Go, diſciple all Nations; the latter in the Mat. 28. 
Fromiſe, Lo, I am with you always, with you and your 19» ** 
Pocceſſors, even to the End of the World. 
Now thoſe who are employ'd in this Work are here 

Knogaid to be Earthen Veſſels; we have it &, 35enxiver; c 
r of n Veſſels made of Shells of Fifhes, ſo the learned Dr. Ham- 
ond thinks it might be read; the Shells of Oyfters (which 
Wave their Name from the Word here uſed) and other 
"tae like, reſemble our Bodies, in which our Souls dwell, as 


= 


| — — — ——— — ͤ æêWZm— — — by 
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a Fiſhin the Shell, and are faſten'd to them; and he obſergſþnd | 
from Grotius, that the Platoniſts making two Bodies of a M Moi 
one more inward, which the Soul was immediately logh W 
in, Which they called "Oy ua Luzis,the Chariot, or Veh pppo 
of the Soul, an aerial Body: The other which is terreſ 
al, more groſs and carnal, which we ſee and touch, f 
call'd *O5e7xuroy, the Word here uſed, the Shell of the ¶ Lud 
But he owns that the Word ſignifies likewiſe an Earjght's t 
Veſſel which has paſs'd the Fire, and is therefore brit 
and ſoon broke, ſuch as that earthen Bottle which the Hine 
phet broke for a Sign before the Ancients of the Peg 
Thirdly, The Force of the Reaſon why God has H 
pleas'd to put ſuch a Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels is1 
plain, that the Excellency of the Power may be, that9* 
may appear to be of God, and not of us. © We carry] 
& dies about us (ſo Dr. Hammond paraphraſeth it) ſubj 
« to all manner of Oppoſitions, Preſſures, and AMiQtic 
& and this on purpoſe deſigned by God alſo, thatallt 
ce good Succeſs we have in our Apoſtleſhip may be ih ©! 
ce puted to Chriſt, and not to us, as it would be if All! 
ci came with any ſecular Power or Grandeur to plant{elie 
“ Goſpel. And a very conſiderable Proof it was of Ar 
Divine Original of the Goſpel, that tho' the Preac 
were not only deſtitute of all worldly Advantages, but 
bour'd under all imaginable Diſadvantages, yet it n 
its Way, gain'd its Point, and did Wonders, which 
an Evidence that there was an Excellency of Power a and | 
that of any Creature, going along with it. | 
Three Doctrines we may obſerve from hence, 


1. That the Goſpel of Chriſt is a Treaſure indeed, aof & 
is our unſpeakable Privilege that we have thatTredſ 
2, Miniſters are Earthen Veſſels in which this Tre 
is put, 
3. Therefore God has put the Treaſure into Ea Und 
Veſſels, that all that are enriched by it may give i 
the Glory of it. the ( 


For the Firſt, In having the Goſpel of Chriſt known Fries 
own'd among us, we have à Treaſure, truly valuad 
nay, invaluable, It is our Happinels as Chriftians that 
have the Goſpel written to us in the Scriptures, Wl 
are of Divine Inſpiratian, preach'd to us by a Minill 
of Divine Inftitution, under the Direction of 2 
vine Warrant, aud the Influence of à Divine Prow 


oon a level with the Pagan Theology; Ir time for thee, Plal. x 197 
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nd profeſs'd in the World by a Church called out of the 


ſorld, and incorporated by a Divine Charter. 

We live in an Age of Infidelity, when under colour of 

poſin Bigottry, and Enthuſiaſm (two very ill things) 
pel of Chriſt is ridicul'd and run down, and ſet 


d, eo work when Men thus make void thy Goſpel, and 126. 
t's time for us in our Places to appear in defence of that 


-Myhich is the Foundation of all our Hopes, and the Foun- 
Wain of all our Joys, when it is thus virulently, thus vio- 
\Mently attack d; 'Tis pro aris & focis that we contend, Jude 3. 
hen we contend for the Faith once deliver d to the Saints, 


d for the common Salvation, and therefore we ought to 


Wontend earneftly. Upright Men are aſtonied to ſee ſuch ſa- 


d Truths and Laws treated with ſuch Contempt, and 
he Innocent cannot but ſtir up vaſe againft the Hypocrite. Job 17. 8. 
Then they ſpeak /1:ghtly of the Goſpel who hate its Laws, 


ud deſpiſe its Comforts, we ought to ſpeak honourably of 
St, and how can we ſpeak more honourably of it than to 


all it, as the Text doth, our Treaſure, we know it, and 
delieve it to be ſo, and that in compariſon of it, all the 


Learning and Policy of this World is but Traſb and 


Triie? 

The Goſpel of Chriſt is indeed a Treaſure. For, 
1. There is in it an abundance of that which is of inefti- 
able Value. If the things themſelves be truly precious, 


Sad there be plenty of them, then we call them Treaſure ; 


and ſuch things there are, and ſuch a Fulneſs of them in the 
oſpel of Chriſt. As the Merchandiſe and Trade of this Prov. 3. 
iſdom, ſo its Stores and Treaſures are better than that 14. 
of Silver, or of fine Gold, or precious Stones. The To- Job 28. 
2 3 cannot equal them, the Onyx or the Sapphire. 9. 
There are Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge in the Col. 2 3: 
Truths which the Goſpel diſcovers to us, about which the 
Underſtanding finds the beſt Employment, the beſt En. 
tertainment. There are Treaſures of Comfort and Foy in 
the Offers which the Goſpel makes us, and the Bleitings 
it aſſures to all Believers, in which not only the Neceſ- 


Fries of the Soul are well provided for, but its Deſires a- 


bundantly ſatisfied, and its true and laſting #Jappineſs in- 
violably ſecur d. There's a Treaſure of Merit and Righ- 


& teouſneſs in Chriſt, and in his Mediation, his Sacrifice 


and Interceſſion for us; a Treaſure of Grace and Strength 
in the Spirit, and his Operations on us; A Fulneſs of lohn : 


& Grace, Grace for Grace, Grace for all gracious Exerciſes, 18. 


Which 


7 | 5 | 
- ERR, 
4 Col. 1. 9. which it pleaſed the Fat ber ſhould dell in Jeſus Chrift; 
from thence we might receive. - 
Theſe are Things of Value to the Soul of Man, 
which every Soul puts a high Value upon, that truly 
fires to know and love zts God, to ſerve him, enjoy Is in 
and be for ever happy in them. Things which Ag 
themſelves put ſuch a Value upon, that they de/or 
look into them; and which Chriſt himſelf put ſuch a 
lue upon, that he thought it worth while to pour aut 
Soul unto Death to purchaſe them for us, ſince they ce 
not be gotten for Gold, nor ſhould Silver be weigb d 
the Price of them. 
And there is an Abundance of them, infinitely exc; 
ing that of Light in the Sun, or Water in the Sea. 
Chriſt there is enough of that, of all that which our $ 
need, enouꝑh for all, enough for each, enough for 
and me; enough for as many as will come and tak 
theſe Waters of Life. Lord, it is done at thou haſt c 
manded, and yet there is Room. When God enter diem 
Covenant with Abraham (and it was the Covenant 
Grace that he made with him) he engag d to be to 
Gen. 17. 1. El. ſaddai, a God All-ſufficient, a Gol that is enn 
Juſtly therefore is that Goſpel which proclaims this ſeaſi 
venant call'd a Treaſure, for in the moſt valuable duralWe, \ 
Riches it infinitely exceeds the peculiar Treaſures of V 
and Provinces ; Tis an ine æhauſtible Fountain of Liſeu ver 


living Waters; tis a bottomleſs Treaſure, not a Treaſi It is 

in a Cheſt, but a Treaſure in a Mine, continually i thel: 

upon, but never waſted. 3 4 

2. This is ſafely laid up for a Perpetuity, and there ef 

it is a Treaſure ; tis depoſited in good hands, whence e Soi 

may draw from it, but cannot be deprived of it: tis ith it 
Treaſure, not hid from us, but hid for us; 'Tis a Trealu* tha 

Prov.8.21 under Lock and Key, and tis in the Hand of Chriſt i Ae. 
this Key of David is. The Riches of Chriſt, which Me ©! 

x Cor. 2. thoſe Treaſures are unſearchable Riches, are ſuch as e "Vil 
9. hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor can it enter into 3 | 
Eph. 3. 9. Heart of Man to conceive. I-17 a 


"Tis hid in God, in his Wiſdom and Counſel, and i 
Eternal Purpoſe which he hath purpoſed in himſelf, whiff 
can never be alter'd; 'tis hid in his glorious'Perfe tio! 
which are all made over to true Believers for the coli. 
tut ing and enſuring of their Happineſs by that all · com 
hending Article of the New Covenant, I will be to then 
Goa, which is Treaſure enough. | I 


7 
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'Tis hid in Chrift, and in his Undertaking for us, which 
ontains all that we need as Sinners, as God's being to us 4 
d, contains all we need as reaſonable Creatures. He 
the Treaſurer of this Treaſure, is intruſted as Joſeph 
as in Egypt to diſpoſe of it, as he was to lay it up; and 
lim it is ſafe. Al the Promiſes of God, which are 
al Treaſures, and :the beſt Securities, are in him Tea 


| Amen. 
Tis hid in the Scripture, there it may be found, thence ' 
may be fetch d by Faith acted on Divine Revelation, 
ſenting to it with Application and Reſignation. Tis 
the Parable a Treaſure hid in a Field, where it muſt 
dig d for, and the Scripture is that Field, which we 
uſt male ours, and make ve of, and then the Treaſure is 
; The Word is nigh us, and Chriſt in the Word. Tis Rom: 10. 
from the Wiſe and Prudent, the worldly Wile, who 8. 
pk with contempt upon the Field of the Scripture, as Luke 10, 
ſaaman upon the Waters of Jordan, prefering before 21. 
em Abana and Pharpar, Rivers of Damaſcus \, leaving 2 Kings 5. 
od's Fields for a Rock, and for the Snow of Lebanon, as 12. 2 
e Prophet ſpeaks. But 'tis hid for the bumble and holy, Jer.18.14. 
de willing and obedient ; they have an unconteſtable, in- Margin. 
feaſible Title to it; in it they have a Portion that is 
fe, which neither Moth nor Ruft can corrupt, nor Mat.6 20, 
Vieves break through and ſteal; a good Part, which ſhall _ — 
ver be taten away from them. "Px 
It is a Treaſure, for it is laid up for hereafter ;, the Bulk 
theſe Riches is that which is reſerv'd in Heaven for 1 Pet.1 4. 
; 4 Glory that zs to be revealed in due time; tis a 
ere eaſure, that will not only ſute the preſent Exigences of 
nce Me Soul, but will laſt as long as it laſts, and run parallel 
With its never-failing Duration. 'Tis an everlaſting Go- Rev. 14.6. 
that is preached to us, that Word of the Lord which 
dures for ever, when all the Glory of Man is wither'd as 1 Pet. t. 
We Graſs; Tis a Treaſure, which glorify'd Saints will 25. 
living plentifully and pleaſantly upon to Eternity. 
3. It is of univerſal Uſe to us; and therefore it is a 
reaſure ; tis not only valuable in it ſelf, but every way 
able and ſerviceable to us. He that has a Treaſure 
Math that which anſwers all things, and that the Goſpel Ecel. 10. 
* _ Ay 1 7 _ Caſe of our Souls in all 15. 
e pects; and the Riches of God's Glory in Chriſt Feſus phil. 4.19. 
Ts il, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, ſupply all _ Needs. nnen 
In our Cimtemplations, in our e votions and in our whole 
mverſation in the World, the Goſpel of Chriſt is of 
| B con tant 
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conſtant Uſe to us, doth that for us which we need, 
which nothing elſe could do for us. We could ha 
Acquaintance or Communion with God, but under 
Conduct and Direction of the Goſpel; no comfor tabꝭ ie 
joyment of cur ſelves, nor Peace in our own Conſcien 
but upon Goſpel Grounds; nor any ſure Rule of Spe 
ing and Acting, but that which the Goſpel furniſheti 
with in the Law of Chriſt; nor any powerful Pring 
of well-doing, but what is wrought by the Sint 
Chriſt. | 

It is a Treaſure of Food for all thoſe that hunger ¶ Let 

thirſt after Righteouſneſs. It is Manna, Bread from Hs C 
| ven, not a Pot of Manna but a Clond of Manna : 
ſohn 5, Bread which the Son of Man hall give, is that which 
27. dures to eternal Life, is the Pledge of it, and noni d 
believing Souls to it. It is a Treaſure of Phyfick for 
eaſed Souls that apply themſelves to Chriſt as their Ph 
cian, and there is in it a Salve for every Sore, a Remi 
for every Malady. And the univerſal Cures which G 
wrought when he was here upon Earth, were an lt 
cation of that inexhauſtible Fulneſs of healing Virtuet 
there is in the Goſpel of Chr:ft ; as his Feeding ThoulaPT* * 
with a little Food was of the abundant Nouriſumem i ore 

there is in it to them whoby Faith live upon it, to wh 
his Fleſh is Meat indeed, and his Blood Drink indeed, 
It is a Treaſure of Arms and Ammunition for our fp 
tnal Warfare, a divine Magazine, whence the good 
diers of Jeſus Chriſt may be furniſhed with Anſwers to 

Eph. 6. very Temptation, and with the whole Armour of 
x6, 17. with which they may not only ſecure themſelves, but 
fit and vanguifh their ſpiritual Enemies, and become 

than Conquerors. 

It is a Treaſure in the World, it puts honour upo 
and puts Good into it; God's Love ro the World, in ſa 
ing his only” begotten Son, that through him Righte 
neſs and Life might be brought in where Sia and Dt 
had reign'd, is the belt Treaſure that ever was in it; 

Deut. 3 3. Exceeding the Riches of the Sea, or the Treaſures hid mi 
19. Sand. he enlarging of the Borders of the Church, 
Rom. rx, the Spreading of the Goſpel, is call'd the Riches of | 
12. World, the Riches of the Gentiles ;, and thoſe Parts oft 
World that have the Goſpel have no Reaſon to envy 
that have the Cold, nor thould wiſh to change with tht 

It is a Treaſure to any Nation or People; thoſe his; 

truly rich among whom the Word of Chris Goſpel ſe 
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ee Conrſe and is glorified ;, that have it in its Purity, 
ower and Plenty, and Chrift in that Chariot going forth 


nd is our Treaſure, Bibles and Miniſters are the Wealth 
Nation; the Growth of Scripture Knowledge, and 
We Increaſe of the Gifts and Graces of Miniſters, of their 
eal for Chrift, and Love to the Souls of Men, may be 
kan'd the Growth of a Kingdom's Wealth, of its Ho- 
dur, and of its Strength. 

Let us bleſs God, that we of this Nation, that you of 
is City, have this Treaſure, and have it in ſuch Abun- 
ance ; that the Goſpel of Chriſt is read, and preached, 
d profeſs'd among us, O that it were more prattis'd and 
'd up to! The Kingdom of God among us is the Trea- + 
e of our Kingdom, let us ſee that we bring forth 
We Fruits of it, that we receive not the Grace of 


dem od therein in vain, leſt we povoke him to take it from 
h ind give it to another Nation (for forme where or o- 
in luer he will find a Place for it) that will make a better 


ſe of it. Dread the Loſs of Wiſdom's Merchandiſe 


tue 

ouſuÞore than of any Trade; of the Liberty of the Goſpel 
ent (Fore than our Civil Liberties; and deprecate the threat- 
ing Inundations of Atheiſm and Popery, either of which 
cd, Will rob us of this Treaſure. | | 

ir lt is a Treaſure iz the Heart of every true Believer that 


ceivesit, embraces it, and is deliver'd into it, as into 
Mold. If the Goſpel of Chrift has, as it ought to have, 
e innermoſt and uppermoſt Place in our Souls, if it com- 
and us, if it conſtrain us, and ſo we become intereſted in 
$ Promiſes and Privileges, we are rich, and increaſed 
mth Goods, we are truly rich, rich towards God, rich in 


d going on, conguering and to conquer. As Wiſdom and Rev. 6. 2. 
owieage are the Stability of our Tames, ſo the Fear of the Ifa, 33. 6. 


apont⸗tb, and Heirs of the Kingdom, And out of this good Mat, 12. 


reaſure in the Heart a good Man upon all Occaſions 33. 
rings forth good things, for his own Ule, and for the Ser- 
ice of. others: As the good Heuſholder, ſo the good 


Ain | od, as it ſhines in the Face of Jeſus Chr:ſt, from that 52* 
ch, realury produceth Things nem and old, to the Glory of 
YPoc's Grace and Truth. 


Let us therefore get our Hearts enriched with this 

Lreaſure by a true and lively Faith in Chriſt and his Go- 

el: We are wretchedly and miſerably poor till we do 

ole his; and then, and not till then, we begin to be wiſe for 

pel Nu ſelves, There are * that through Grace can 8 
2 0 


cride, who is well inftrutted concerning the Glory of Mat. 13. 
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nefilffre ſacramentally inveſted in the Privileges of the Go- 
I c4ſhel, who by the working of the Spirit on their Hearts 
Yd, e become intitled to them: And thus they have the 
ht, reaſure. | 

re 1. They are but Veſſels, that afford no more, no other 
an what is put into them, nor can give but juſt as they 
in e received. God is the Fountain of Light and Life, 


We as'all other Creatures are (Angels themſelves not ex- 
P ilWoted) bar, and all that, and that only that God makes 


amp, and the Law is Light; they are but as Candle- 
ck in which this Light is ſet up, and by which it is held 
mth. 5 
Miniſters muſt remember this, and religiouſly adhere 


xe whole Counſel of God, ſo they muſt not dare to declare 
wy thing elſe under the Name and Shadow of that; but 


Thich they have delivered unto you; for a Man can re- 27 · 


e of ive nothing, which he can depend upon himſelf, or re- 
ButEmmend to others with any Aſſurance, unleſs it be given 
it in from above. You like not the Liquor that taftes of 


ve Veſſel; nor will a gracious Soul reliſh the Doctrine 
hat is of Man and by Han; tis the pure River of Water 
Life, clear as Chryftal, which proceeds out of the Throne 


d living Waters, and all our Springs are in him: They Jer. 2. 
em to be. Tis Chrift that is the Fountain of Gardens, Cant. 4. 
ey are but Cfterns; Tis the Commandment that is the NP 
their Inſtructions; and as they muſt dire to declare 


uſt be able to ſay they have received from the Lord that John 3. 


k. WW God and the Lamb, that waters the New Jeruſalem, Rev. 22. x. 


d makes it glad. 

People muſt remember this, and not expect any more 
om their Miniſters than from Veſſels; we have a Go- 
el to preach, not a Goſpel to make, we can but declare 
e Grace of God, we cannot beftow that Grace, and 
Werefore why look ye at us, as if we could ſpeak to the 
Hart? What is Paul, or what is Apollos ? They are but 


ones, but to no . Purpoſe, unleſs a Spirit of Life from 5. 
od enters into them; they are but like Gehazi with Eli- 
4s Staff, or Eliſha with Elijah's Mantle; *tis the Lord 
Pod of both that muſt do the Work. 


2. They are but Earthen Veſſels ; twas agreeable e- 

ill ough to the external Glory of the Old Teſtament Diſ- 
d i Penſation, that the Lights of the Sanctuary ſhould be put 
r Hato golden Candleſticks, of pure Gold. But the Glory 


the New Teſtament being /piritua/, the exhibiting -"g 
| | the 


iniſters, not Maſters ; they can but propheſy upon dry 1 Cor. 3. 
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Jud. 7. 16. 


1Theſſ. 4. 
4. 


Job 33. 6, 
=. 
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the Light of that is in . Earthen Lamps, like Epilehr 28 
Some think here is an Alluſion to Gideon s Soldiers, Nat y 
advancing to Battle in the Night took Lamps in this ha. 
Earthen Pitchers, with the glaring Light of which t ftific 
the breaking of the Pitchers, the Enemy was territ ha 
and ſo diſcomfited : By ſuch unlikely Methods is Chi 
Cauſe carried on, and yet is victorious. 
Let us ſee why the Miniſters of the Goſpel are | 
compar'd to Earthen Veſſels ; in nine Things. Kr oy 
Firft, They are made of the ſame Mold with other 
ple; all the Children of Men are Earthen Veſſels ; Shieſts 
Pody is the Yeſſel of the Soul, and it is of the EAI te 
earthy ;, and Miniſters are Partakers of Fleſh and B Seco 
as other Men are, hewz out of the ſame Rock, and A 
out of the ſame Hole of the Pit. rther 
God hath not ſent us his Goſpel by thoſe Meſſen 
his that are Spirits, and a Flame of Fire, but by f 7: 
have Bodies, and are Clods of Clay, and Worms of 
Earth, as thoſe are to whom they are ſent : They 
to you in God's ftead indeed, and their Embaſſy is 
and honourable ;, but as Elihu ſpeaks, they allo are fo 
out of the Clay; and God in Compaſſion to us e 
ſeth to ſpeak to us by Men like our ſelves, becauſe, a 
follows there, their Terrors Hall not make us afraid, 
that of Angels would, if God ſhould fend his Errander; « 


us by them; nor ſhall their Hand be heavy upon us. Ire tl 


Eph. 2. 3. 


put off, tho they were both great Apoſtles, and one 


St. Paul has an earthly Houſe, which he expects 
Diſſolution of, and finds already in the Diſſalving; 
St. Peter a Tabernacle which he knows he muſt f 


them had been in the Third Heavens, and the other 
the Holy Mount, And it is not only an Honour put! 
on the Human Nature that God is pleas'd to commit! 
Miniſtry of Reconciliation to thoſe of that Nature, but 
encouraging Token of God's Favour and Good-wil 
us, and an Evidence to us that he is in earneſt in the 

baſſy of Peace; for if the Lord had been pleaſed to hi- 
he would not have emed us ſuch things as theſe, mie dil 
leſs would he have ſhewed them us by thoſe that are e oft 
Bone and our Fleſh, who belong to that World which Fe. 

has juitly a Quarrel with. 
We are not only Children of Men, as you are, but 
are by Nature (bleſſed Paul puts himſelf into the N 
ber) Children of Wrath, even as others, guilty and 
rupt, and as certainly ruin d and undoue without a 8 
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dlehr a5 any of yon; we are making the ſame Complaints 
rs, Mat you are, and groaning under the ſame Burthens ; 
in toe have the fame need of the Merit of Chriſt for our 
ch wikftification, and of his Spirit for our Sanctification that 
erriy have; we will never lay any other Yoke upon your 
 Cinffecks, but what we deſire to ſubmit our own to, nor 
ih you to. embark for another World in any other 
dttom, but what we deſire to venture our ſelves and 
Ir own Salvation in; we would deal for your Souls as 
our own, for your Caſe is ours; and therefore the 
ls ; Tieſts were taken from among Men, that they might Heb. 5.r, 
EHI tenderly with Men. 2. 1 
W Secondly, They are oftentimes in reſpect of their out- 

rd Condition mean. and low, and of ſmall Account, as 

rthen Veſſels are; not only Men, but en of low De- 

ze; Sons of Earth, as the Hebrew Phraſe is. Their 

ih, perhaps, like Gideon's, poor in Manaſſeh, and Judg. 6, 
ey the leaſt in their Father's Houſe ;, that have nothing 15. 
inguiſhing in their Extraction or Parentage, their 

rth or Education; they have reaſon to rejoice (as 

briſt tells his Diſciples ) that their Names are written Luke 10, 
us On Heaven, but they muſt never expect to have a Name, 20. 

We the Names of the great ones of the Earth. | 

The Firſt Preachers of the Goſpel were poor Fiſher- 

n; earthen Veſſels indeed, bred up to the Sea, and be- 

e they were intruſted with this Treaſure were un- 

ned and ignorant Men. Chriſt's Kingdom not being Acts 4. 
this World, he did not make uſe of the Princes of this 13. 

orld, not Men of Honours and Eſtates, not their 

one parning or Politicks, but as the Poor receiv'd the Goſpel, Mat. 11. 
the Poor preach'd it. 5. 

put i And ſtill they are not many Mighty, not many Noble, 1 Cor. 1: 
t at are called to this Work ; 'tis honourable enough it 26. 

, but, and needs not borrow any additional Luſtre from 

|- wile Glory of this World, which God would thus put Con- 

mpt upon, and give more abundant Honour to that part x Cor. 12. 
ich lacked, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks with Reference to 23, 24. 

e diſpenſing of ſpiritual Gifts. The Poor in the World 

often made rich in Faith, rich in the Goſpel Trea- 


e. 
Thirdly, They are ſubject to many Infirmities, to like 

Ions as other Men, and upon that account they are 

ben Viſſels, they have their Faults, their Flaws, their James 5- 
emiſhes, as earthen Veſſils ule to haves John 9 * 
takes 
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th F liads more elevated and enlarg'd while others who yet 5 
d Mee their Hearts upright with God, in Compariſon 
eth ith them, are but Babes in Underſtanding. | 
tis ¶ But thoſe of the ſineſt Mold, even the China Veſſels are 
it earthen ones; the Head and the Eye in it, are made 1 Cor. 12. 
the ſame Earth with the reſt of the Body; and thoſe 1. 
tare of a courſer Mold, yet may as effectually anſwer 
je End in keeping the Treaſure, as thoſe of the fireft 
ompolition, The living Creature in Exzekiel's Viſion, Ezek. 1. 
at had the Face of an Ox, did as good Service in his 10. 
lace, as that which had the Face of an Eagle. There- 
re let not thoſe of eminent Gifts be puff d up, they are 

t earthen Veſſels, nor let thoſe of meaner Abilities be 
aſt down or diſcourag'd, God can make them who ſeem 


I door, yet to enrich many. : 
juſti A great deal of Difference there is likewiſe between 
atem me and others of thoſe earthen Veſſels in reſpect of na- 


al Temper ; ſome are more bold, others more timo- 

us, Some more warm and eager, others more ſoft 

d gentle. I remember Gregory in his Book de paſtora- 

Cura, obſerves, that St. Paul writing to Timothy, bids 2 Tim. 2. 
im not ſtrive, but be gentle to all Men, and to reprove 24. 

% all long-ſuffering ; Fac writing to Titus, he bids him — 42. 
tbuke ſharply, and reprove with all Authority, for which Tit. . 13. 


thonde gives this reaſon : That Titus was a Man of a mild — 2. 25 
re Milpoſition and needed a Spur, Timothy more ſanguine 


d needed a Bridle. Some are of a ſorrowful Spirit, re- 

ry'd, and inclin'd to Melancholy, and that is turned 

their Reproach, as it was to David's when he wept and Plal. 69, 
aten d his Soul with Faſting; and to John Baptiſt's, 10. 

ho becauſe he came neither eating nor drinking, not con- 
erſing ſo familiarly with the World as others did, they 

Sid, He has a Devil, He's a craz d diſtracted Man: O- 

Pers are of a chearful Spirit, and jocular ſometimes, and 

hat ſhall de made a blemiſh in their Character, as be- Mat. 1 r. 
Wauſe Chriſt came eating and drinking, they call d him 18, 19. 


| * 

15 gluttonous Man, and a Mine- hibber, a Friend of Publi. 

arth ans and Sinners, Re | 

not. 99 likewiſe as to the manner of exhibiting and diſpen- 

\me ing the Treaſure, there is a great variety of Gifts; A- 

wilt" is an Eloguent Man, but Paul's Speech is contempti- 2 Cor. 10. 
1, yet his Letters are powerful. Even among the in- 10. 


dired Writers, there is a great variety of Phraſe and Di- 
on; much more among the other earthen Veſſels, that 
left more to — . And all theſe as far as they 


710 
of t 


[ 


have 
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have ati aptitade to edifie ſome or other, either and, 4. 

x Cor. 12. Learned or the Unlearned, are wrought by one aniipyercig 

7, 11. ſelf ſame Spirit; and yet by Men of corrupt Minds, Why hat 

the one and the other is expos'd to contempt. He 

delivers his meſſage as St. Paul did in Tears, is ridit 

as a whining Preacher; he that delivers it now and med 7 

with a pleaſing ſurprizing turn, is ridicul'd as a factew the 

Iſa, 28. one; as [/aiah was banter'd for ſaying, Precept muſt be 

10. on Precept, Precept upon Precept, Line upon Line, Lint 
Per illuſo- Line, which in the Original is a Jingle of Words, | 

riam Al- betſaf, Kaf bekaf 5, and this they made a Song of, 1 

janGuv The Word of the Lord was unto them Precept upon Pre 

verba Pro- Feremiah is jeer'd for ſaying, The Burthen of the War 

phetarum the Lord, and they ſaid of Ezekiel, Doth he not ſpeak! 

fub ſan- rables? And yet after all, laid to their Charge a tl 

Gro fand Things which they knew not; but Wiſdom in 

x will be juft:fied of all her Children. 

Fifthly, They are of different Shapes and Sic es As ea 

en Veſſelt, and Veſſels of Shells aſe to be; notwithſlaſſſe our 

ing which they may all receive and keep ſafe, and miſt to pu 

fter the Treaſure, according to their different CapadiiſÞpett: 

While they bold the Foundation, Chtiſt and hin caſter 

fied; and the Truth as it is in Jeſus; yet in Matten Seve 

leſſer moment, that do not ſo immediately affect We Fa; 

Treaſure, there niay be a great variety of Sentimeliſſblerv 

| and of Practice accordingly. Go 

Rom. 34. It was ſo in the Apoſtle's Times, one believes ht ers i 

2, f. eat all Things, another who is weak eats Herbs; one eſtaſls of 

one Day above another, another efteems every Day dligee al 

both cannot be in the right; yet the Apoſtle intetyſfively 

ſeth not his I Authority in the Matter, to lor 

termine it either one way or other: But rather chilWou! 

to give a Rule, which would be of laſting uſe toi th 

Church, in all Differences of that kind, when Apoſtt 

cal Authority ſhould ceaſe: And that is, each to pratliſÞow 

according to their Sentiment, with true Devotion When 

God, giving him Thanks, and with true Charity toi tt 

their Brethren, not impoſin upon them their own d and 

timents, no nor ſo much as judging and cenſuring thel 

or judging and deſpiſing them for practiſing according 

them; that both ſides may reſerve their Zeal for ſn 

weightier Matters of the Law and Goſpel, Filth in Chiliſaad 

and Holineſs of Heart and Life. of t 

Sithly, They are all what God the great Potter mu Ve 

them, for if they are earthing Velſcli, they are in Mane 
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ither nd, - 4s the Clay in the Hand of the Potter, who has a Jer. 18.6, 
e amiByvereign Power over them, and it is not to be ask'd, 


nds, hath he made them thus? The wiſe God knows Ila. 45.9. 
He bat he deſigns Men for, and what uſe he will make of 

| * m, and faſhioneth their Hearts accordingly Before 1 

and 


med thee in the Belly, ſaith God to the Prophet, / 
Wew thee, and knew what Service I would employ thee 

and formed thee accordingly, fitted thee to be a weep- "SAR 
Prophet in calamitous Times. As God intruſts To 
5 with his Servants according to the Ability he has gi- Mat. 25. 
n them; ſo he gives them Ability, according to Lhe 15. 
Walents he deſigns to intruſt them with. 
Therefore we ought not to envy the Gifts of thoſe that 
rel and eclipſe us, for may not God do what he will with 
nnn? Nor ſhould we be diſcourag'd tho' our Capa- 
e be ſmall, our Faculties week, and the Sphere of our 
ctivity /ow and narrow, if we be faithful iu the little we 


is ene intruſted with, and diligent to improve it, it may 
thilae our Comfort, that tis the Place which God bath ſeen 
id miſt to put us in; and wherejhe hath given but one Taleut, he 
paciſpects the Improvement but of one, for he is not a hard 


after. 
ters Seventhly, They are all Veſſels of Uſe and Service in 
ect We family, tho' they are but earthen ones. The Apolile 2 Tim, 2. 
fer ves, that in a great Houſe, there are not only Veſſels 20. 
Gold and Silver; (the Angels that are God's Mini- 
ers in the upper World, and employ d in this, are Veſ 
of Gold and Silver, Veſſels of Honour) but there 
re alſo Veſſels of Wood and Earth, which are compara- 


ntetiively Veſſels of Diſbonour. But it doch not therefore 

to Follow, that they are no Part of the Furniture of God's 

chu ouſe. the Feer ſpall ſay, becauſe I am not the Hand, 1 Cor. 12, 
to r the Ear ſpall ſay, becauſe I am nat the Eye, I am not 15, 16. 
ost the Body, Is it therefore not of the Body? God knows 

halo to make uſe even of earthen Veſſels, how to make 


em truly beautiful and valuable by putting a Treaſure in- 


Mano them, which may be and muſt be received from them, 
n Hand uſe made of it. 
then Eighthly, They are oftentimes deſpis'd and trampled up- 


"by Men, notwithſtanding the Honour God has put up- 
on them, and are thrown by as deſpiſed broker Veſſess, 
od Veſſels in which is no Pleaſure. So this Similitude 
f the carthen Veſſels is explain'd here, in the following 1 
uf Verſes, where the Apoſtle ſhe ws, that he call d himſelf Ver. ©, 9, 
in and his Fellow; Apoſtles — Veſſels, becauſe — 10. 
1 2 We 
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Chap. G. were troubled on every ſide, perplexed, perſecuted, I Min 
8, 9. caſt domn; and becauſe they paſt by ſo much diſo Helin 
and evil report, as deceivers and unknown, tho' they Md he 
true and well known. Wrenir 
It has often been the Lot of ſome of the moſt failiffhey 2 

uſefal Miniſters of Chriſt to be loaded with Repralime 
Pſal. 123. and Calumny, to be exceedingly filled with the ſcorni 
4- them that are at Eaſe, and the Contempt of the Nein 
. and to have all manner of Evil ſaid againft them ſh 
Lam. 4.2. Thus the precious Sonsof Lion, comparable to fine & not 
IIa. 49. 7. and every way preferable, have been eſteemed as eg 
Pitchers, the Work of the Hands of the Potter. Our Per ii 
Jefus himſelf was one whom Men deſpis'd, whom the hem: 
tion abhorr d, and the Diſciple is not better than his 
and Satan finds his Account in it, for by cafting Din 
on the earthen Veſſels, he prejudiceth the Minds of ¶ For 


le againſt the Treaſure that is put into them. But eau 
l Archbiſhop Tillotſon ſomewhere exprelne 7 
it) tis no Diſparagement to be laugh d at, but to deſafffuch t 
ro be ſo; nor ought we to think the worſe of the Hing 
at Chriſt's Table, becauſe it is not ſerv'd up in Plate, ¶ to h 


in earthen Veſſels. e em 
Laftly, They are frail and mortal, and dying, and 
on that Account they are earthen Veſſels. Thus the he we 
Ver. 11. poſtle explains it here, We which live are always deliu 
x Cor. 15. unto Death; they are dying daily, and yet this is (0 
31. from being any allay to the Rejoicing, which they hau vine 
Chrift Jeſus our Lord, that the Apoſtle proteſts e we 
Truth of it by that rejoicing, as a thing of unihaken (Sn 
tainty. Theſe earthen Veſſels are ſoon broke, andifffes, n 
zurn to their Earth. They muſt needs die, and an The 
water ſpilt upon the Ground, which cannot be gather 
again, but bleſſed be God, the Treaſure in them is 
ſo. The Word of the Lord abides, but the Prophets 1. 1 
Zech.x.s, not live for ever. 
They are worn out with their Labours, and as t 
2 Cor. 12. ſpend, they are /pert in the Service of Chriſt and Soiffquir' 
15. hey are ſubject to the ſame Decays of Nature, 
ſame Diſtempers of Body and Mind, the fame Accida 
and the lame Infirmities of Age as others; they are 
' terns at the beſt, and will ſhortly be broken Cin 
Flowers at the beſt, and will ſhortly be wither d FU gain 
ers. J have ſaid, ye are gods, but ye ſhall die like Mack: 
for ye are earthen Veſſels. | | 
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ted, Miniſters are Workmen, and they ſhall accompliſb as a 
iſonireling their Day, and having patiently born the burthen 
ey Wd heat of it, ſhall be call'd in by the Shadows of the 
vening to receive their Penny, and enter into their Reſt 
are Watchmen, and when they have ſtaid their 
ime ſhall be reliev'd; they are Soldiers, and their 
ofee will ſhortly be accompliſ d; Witneſſes, and their 
ftimony will be finiſi d; they are Chriſt's Embaſſa- 


m r, and will be recall'd ; and an exchange made. This 
ne not the World, that Miniſters and People are to be to- 


her for ever in; O that the one in Preaching, the o- 
er in Hearing, and both in Praying would look upon 
emſelves, and one another as dying, that what their 
* finds to do therein, they may do with all their 
ght. 

W For the Third Doctrine, Therefore God has put the 
yeaſure of the Goſpel into earthen Veſſels, that the Di- 
Wine Power which goes along with the Goſpel, may be ſo 
cb the more glorified. The great Deſign of the Ever- Rev, 14. 
ting Goſpel is to bring Men to fear God, and give Glo- 7. 
to him; and that he may be the more gloriſied, thoſe 

e employ'd in propagating it that were leaſt likely for 


andich a Purpoſe, that his Strength may be manifeſted in 
the ſe weakneſs of the Inſtruments. He ordains Strength 
deliuſſe of the Mouth of Babes and Sucklings, that thereby he 
is (0 ſay perfect Praiſe; as if this were the Perfection of the 
| hawWivine Praiſe, not only to help the weak but to employ 
teſts e weak. And he chuſeth to make uſe of ſuch, to con- 1 Cor. x, 
Ken nd the Wiſdom of this World, and that he that glo- 31. 
, andiffes, may glory in the Lord, and give Glory to him. 
4 an There was an Excellency of Power going along with 
her Ae Apoſtles, which appear'd to be of God, and not of 


mſelves. 
1. To ftrengthen them for the Work they were employ'd 
; to preach down Judaiſm and Paganiſm, and to preach 
the Kingdom of a crucified Jeſus, was a Service that . 
quir d a far greater Strength, both of Judgment and 
e, Weſolution than the Apoſtles had of themſelves, fo that 

they had not been full of Power by the Spirit of the Lord Mic. 3. 8. 
Hefts;, they could never have ſpoken as they did with 
at Wiſdom, which all their Adverſaries were not able 
gain ſay or reſiſt; could never have made ſuch vigorous - 
tacks upon the Devil's Kingdom, nor have gather'd in 
b a large Harveſt of Souls to Jeſus Chriſt. They 
erg in Lapours mers abundant, and yet like their — 

1 
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x8. 
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that as ia his Chariot the exalted Redeemer goes | 
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ſter, did not fail nor were diſcourag'd, for tho they l 
and own'd that they were not ſufficient of themſelvnſſpete 
ſuch a Service, yet they found their ſufficiency wil 
God, and they could do all Things through Chriſt fire 
ning them. 

2. To ſupport them under the hardſhips that were 
upon them. Therefore God choſe the Service of Wins, 
Men as were deſpis d and run upon, that he might 
nifie his own Power in keeping the Spirit he had milk 
and made fit for his own uſe, from failing before 
One would wonder, how the Apoſtles kept up i 
Spirits, twas not by any Power of their own, but u 
neath them were the everlaſting Arms; and when 
were preſſed out of meaſure above Strength, ſo that thy 
ſpair'd of Life, yet they did not 5 being born nx, 
the Power of a God that raiſeth the Dead, Then it 
that Chrift's Strength was made perfect in St. Paul's 
neſs, when he was enabled not only to bear Rep 
and Perſecutions, and Adlictions for Chriſt, and to 
none of theſe Things move me, but to rejoice that by 
counted worthy to ſuffer Shame for Chriſt; to glu 
theſe Tribulations, and even to take Pleaſure in t 
Let it never be ſaid, it was by any Power of their 
that the Apoſtles were enabled to bear Shame fo 
and Sorrow lo chearfully, and to die daily, and yet 
pleaſantly ;, no, it was according to Chriſt's glorious 
er, and by bis Might that they were thus frengthent 
to all Patience and Long ſuffering with Joyfulneſs. 

3. To give them Succeſs in that great Work to i 
they were call d. The World was to be enlighten'd 
the Lamps, and enrichd with the Treaſure that 
lodg'd in theſe earthen Veſſels: By their Agency 
Kingdom of the Redeemer was to be ſet up upon the 
of the Devils Kingdom, the Stream of the World 
to be turn'd, the Sea muſt be made to fly, and 
muſt be driven back; this Work ſhall be done; 
therefore ſuch earthen Veſſels ſhall be made uſe of uw 
doing of it, that it may appear, that the victorious? 
er that doth it, is not that of the Apoſtles, but that 
a Divine Power; it is not what they have wrought 
what God bas wrought by them to make the Gentiles 
dient; tis mighty through God to the caſting dom 
maginations, and the captivating of high Thoughts." W* 
Goſpel of Chriſt is the Power of God to Salvation, ui 


conquering and to conquer, 
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O the wonderful Atchievements of the Goſpel ! The 
pe, of its Victory over the Powers of Darkneſs! 
he numerous Inſtances of its convincing, converting, 
"ifying Power ! How many ſinful Hearts have by it 
en made to tremble, and how many gracious Souls to 


wereffumph | Had the Preachers of it been Princes or Poli- 
of Wins, had they been Philofophers or Orators, this Suc- 
zht e vrould have been attributed to them; bat when they 
d ne ſuch deſpicable Men, and fo deſpiſed, Men that like 
fore Weir Maſter were of no Reputation, it muſt be own'd, 
up i it therefore ſo many are brought to believe their Re- Ia. 53. 1. 
. , becauſe the Arm of the Lord is revealed to them. 
en! 


Now for the Application of this. 


4, in the removal of the Maſter of this Aſſembly from 


te, but hereby it appears to have been put into an 
then Veſſel, that the Veſſel is broke, and is return'd to 
Earth out of which it was taken. We are here be- 
ling the Death of a Miniſter of Chriſt, who was en- 
ſted with the Goſpel Treaſure, was enrich'd with ſpi- 
tal Gifts, and has been in his Day inſtrumental 
Wouvgh the Grace of God to make many rich, but he 
b finiſned his Courſe. 


refote I wiſh'd and labour'd, that this Service had 
n put into the Hands of ſome other Perſon, every 
Wy better able to do him Juſtice ; but ſince it is thruſt 
o my Hands, I think I need not ſtudy to do any o- 
r Honour to his Memory, than to take Notice of the 
nour God hath done to his Miniſtry, in Bleſſing it 
yl the Converſion and Edification of many precious 
bis; which [ find there are Multitudes ready to bear 
ir Teſtimony to; who though they have had many 
; Wiroctors in Chriſt, have call'd him their ſpiritual Fa- 
of wy, for under his Preaching the Grace of God hath 
a them from darkneſs to light, and from the Power 
patan unto God; and thoſe who have been effectually 
I'd, he has been many Ways inſtrumental to build up 
their moft Holy Faith. And this I know, there were 
ny very judicious Chriſtians, and who had ſpiritual 
es exercis'd to diſcern Things that differ, to whom his 
Wing and Preaching were both very acceptable and 
Wy ſerviceable ;, and who ſate down under his appt 
Wit 


Firft, Let us ſee how this Scripture is this Day ful- 
Head, The Goſpel Treaſure was faithfully diſpens'd - 


y Perſonal Acquaintance with him was ſmall, and 
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ſon, and was in his Element, when he was in his 
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with delight. Yet none more mindful than he, thu. . Gr 
was an earthen Peſſel, an Inſtance of which comes ut 
Thoughts; I once aw a Letter from him, to which 
ſtead of his Name he ſubſcrib'd himſelf, Duſt and 
Now if thoſe that have obtained Mercy of the Lordy 
faithful, are to be efteem'd very highly in Love for 
Works jake, much more are they to be ſo efteemed, 
have obtained this farther Mercy, to be Succeſsful 
the ſake of the Fruit of their Labours. | x 

Two Things he was an eminent Example of, en 
1. Great Induſtry and Courage in his Work, while 
Health and Strength were continued to him. It is ag 

Bleſſing to any Man to have a good Conſtitution of H 
and eſpecially to a Miniſter, and it is a great Tf 
that muſt be accounted for; ſuch a one he had, andy 
a good uſe of it, for he labour'd more abundant), 
Lord's Days, on Week Days, in ſeaſon, and out 9 


N 5 | 
Sir 
lung 


He took Pains in preparing what he preach d, and 
tooł Pains in delivering it, and did not think that e 
one would excuſe for the other; either that if a SH 
were well ſtudied, it was no Matter how dully 
careleſly it was preach d; or that if it were preach d 
livelineſs, it was no Matter how /ighty and ſuper} 
the Preparation was; no, he knew, that they 
are made Fiſhers of Men, have need to mind their 
neſs, both when they are #/ing, and when they 
mending their Nets, | 
You that knew fully his Doctrine and manner of | 
remember with what anwearied Vigour he went u 
his Work for many Years, how he went from Sin 
to Strength, and his Bow was renewed in his Hand; 
what Courage and Holy Contempt he look'd u 
Reproach of Men, and their Revilings, and like the! 
phet, Set his Face as a Flint, for the advancing of . 
Godlineſs. And he found that in waiting on the [ 
he renew'd his Strength, and therefore would not half 
en to thoſe who ſuggeſted, Maſter, ſpare thy ſelf. 
that are enabled to do thus have reaſon to be that 
while thoſe that are not may yet be very uſeful, ande 
not to be diſtourag d, ſince God requires, and wil 
cept and bleſs, according to what a Man has, and mi 
cording to what he has not. So much was his Heart ® 
on his Work, that finding a Complaint under his Het 
of his being unreaſonably depriv'd of needed and di Cbr 
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+ th iniſtratiens, in which he would willingly give his 
vhich Ins, 25 that which was a great Grief and Burthen to 
nd a3 | pave reaſon to think, that which at length ſunk 


Sperits, and broke his Strength, was not. ſo much his 


2 Wh king, as his not working. 
wd . Great Chearfulneſs and Holy Confidence, when he 
eſsful the Day of Death approaching. - Many that are very 


and Pleaſant while they are well, and in Health, 
en they come to be Sich, when painful threatnin 
ſtempers grow upon them, when they find Death 
king in them, and that they are already taken into 
y of its Meſſengers, how are they caſt down, and 
is their Countenance fallen, But it was not ſo with 
; the chearfulneſs of his Spirit being founded on a 
dd Bottom, continued to the laſt; and he walk'd 


chere fear'd no Evil. 


Wrag'd his Family to truſt in God and his Providence, 
m the Experience which he had had of God's Good- 
to him, and particularly in the abundant Kindneſ- 
be receiv'd from his Friends, now in his laſt IIlneſs, 
ich he had a very: grateful Senſe of, and dor Which he 
De Thanks to God, | 11 1 
ee lool 4 1. with Comfort upon a Bleſſed State 
rother ſide Death; when he found Nature ſenſibly 
aying, he ſaid to ſome of his Friends; Well, if God 
nt d any more Work for me to do, he can repair theſe De- 
, and will do it : Aud if not, bleſſed be Ged I have a 
d Home to go to, and this is a good T ine to go Home. 


u | 
the had Four Props. which he Haid himſelf upon, and that 
of l found them frm, and they did not fink under him, 


en he lean d on them. (1.) The Incusnatien of Chriſt, 
bis taking our Nature upon him. (2.) His Oblation 
himſelf a Sacrifice for our Sins. (;.) His Keſurrectiou 
the Dead for our Juſtification. And, (.) The In- 
eſſwn which he ever lives to make for all that come to God 
bm. Theſe he reſolv'd to reſt upon; thus to bim to 
r was Chrift, and to die Gain; Chriſt was all in all to 


lea In; thus, thus he — into the inviſible World, 
nis 8s embark d for Eternity in the never failing Bottom 
d Cbriſt's Mediation; as a poor Sinner in the Arms of 


All- ſuffcient Saviour. And it is the Excehlency of 
D LOC 


\ little before he dy'd, he ſaid to thoſe about him, 


23 


* 
* 


ough the Valley of the ſhadow of Death, as one that e- 1 


. 23: 


e lb d back with Comfort upon all the way in which Deut. 8. 
Lord his God had led him in this Wilderneſs; and en- 2 | 


f Cor. 9. 
Uit. 


the Soul in the Service of Godg, our principal Ci 
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out Holy Religion, that it furniſheth us with þ 
Conforts in dying Moments, and enables us to trim 
over Death and the Grave, as thoſe that through Q 
are more than Conguerours. * 5 
Secondly, Let us ſee what Improvement we may u 
of the Truth contain'd in this Text, and confirm 
this Providence, that we have the Goſpel-Trealur 
carthen Veſſels, i 

(i.) It may be many Ways inſtructive to us that 
Miniſters, and may mind us of our Duty. 

1. Are we earthen Veſſels? Then we have reaſon 
very humble, and low in our own Eyes; and to take g 
Care that we never think of our ſelves above what is mii 
but always think ſoberly. Let us watch over our ( 
Spirits, that we harbour not any Conceit of our fel 
or Confidence in our ſelves, or Contempt of our Brethn 
remembring what we are. We are but Yeſl,,! 
have nothing that's valuable but whit we have recti 
and are intruſted with, and if we have received it, 
received it but in truſt, why then do we boaft ? Ot 
have we to boaſt of? We are no more, no better 
what the Free Grace of God makes us every Day. .. 

We are of the Earth, and therefore it becomes g 
abaſe our ſelves. before God, and to put our Mouth in 
Duſt, and acknowledge our ſelves unworthy to peat 
or ſpeak from the Lord of Glory. We are of the la 
Mold with others, and therefore onght to caondelcalf 
to the meaneſt of the Flock of Chriſt for their Go 
and to Be fo far from lording it over God's Heritage, 
to make our ſelves the Servants of alls as being leſs ti 
the leaſt of all Saints; and the verieſt Dunghil Worms ti 
ever calld God Father. = | 

2. Are we earthen Veſſels? Then let us not be ma 
gent of our Bodies, nor of their Eaſe, or Appetites, M 
needs ſo much ado about an earthen 22 when af 
all our Care and Pains about it we cannot alter the Þ 
perty of it, but brittle it is ſtill, and muſt mevitably 
broken after a while. Let not this earthen Veſſel be 
Griuid and made an Idol of, nor the Belly made a god! b 
But let it know its Place, let it be kept under, u 
brought into Subjeftion, and Kept employ'd as a Servant ſq. 


uke of 
Right. 
3. A1 
eſſels;, 
etho' 
lytl 


mult be about the Treaſure, duly to diſpenſe that, and 

bout the Veſſel, only in order thereunto. We then | 

deed make jnuch, of our Bodies, tis the moſt we of*+ 
| 2 mal 


A FUNERAL SERMON. 27 
Pike of them, when we make uſe of them as Inſtruments 
Righteouſneſs to God's Honour. Tay 
3. Are we earthen Veſſels? Then ler ws nor be empty 
Hels; a Veſſel of Gold or Silver is of conſiderable va- 
y wiſe tho it be empty; but an earthen Veſſel, if empty, is good 
little, but is thrown among the Lumber ; let us get 
ir Hearts repleniſhed with the Goſpel Treaſure, in 
niifying Grace for our own Benefit, and in ſpiritual 
jfts for the Benefit of others, Let us be fil d with 
e Knowledge of God and Jeſus Chriſt, fla with the 
riptores, FA with Devout Affections and Holy Dit- 
tions, that we may be thronghly furniſhed for every 
od Nd and Wort; and in order hereuato, let us give 
[nendance to Reading, to Meditation, and as long as we 
e be ſtill improving and adding ro our Stock, that 
e may bring forth things nem as well as ald; and it 
Way appear, tho' we are ſtill ſpending, we. have ſtill, by 
reed bleiſing of God on our Studies, frefp Supplies. 
4 Are we earthen Veſſels? Ten let us be clean Veſ- 
+; tis enough, that as earthen, we are mean by Na: 
re, we cannot help that, but let us not- make our 
Ives vile by Sin. Let us palſeſi theſe earthen Veſſels in qo 4. 
wtification and Honour, as Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, , Ly 
„ich tis Sacrilege to pollute; the Bodies of all Chri- 
aus are fo, much more the Bodies of Miniſters, with 
Whom the Goſpef Treaſure is lodg'd, who are therefore 
Wncern'd to 2 themſelves imſpotted from the Herla 
the Fleſh, Jeſt if like Eli's Sons they make themſelves 1 Sam. 2, 
le, they make even the Sarrifices of the Lord to be ab. 17. 
d, as good Food is in a dirty Veſſel. If they muſt 
clean, that bear the Viſſels of the Lord, much more Iſa. 32. 
uſt they be ſo that are themſelves his Veffels. Let 17. 
Ir Converſe be with el Purity, nor let any blot of! Tim. 5. 
Wy kind clrave to our Hangs 5 let us carefully avoid 2. 
Lucre, and every filthy Luft, every thing that looks 


2n . 

he it, and leads to it. And ſince it is our Buſineſs ro Plal. 26. 
40) mpaſs God's Alter, let us with the Prieſts under the6. 

de frequently waſk in the Goſpel Laver; Lord, zet 


= only, but alſo my Hands, and my Head, and ny 7 — 


5. Are we earthen Veſſels? Then ler us fate bergh of 
Ming one againft ancthyr, for nothing can be of wore 


Ji 30 4 | | 
and al Conſequence than that to eartl;e73 Veſſels, no nor 
ont the Freaſure that is lepoſited in them. kt is not otuy 


F Duty of Miniſterio Conformity to rue Detign» of 
N | 


nei 
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their Miniſtry to be at Peace among themſelves, bat 
their Intereſt, for if they c!aſh with one another, 
ſides are in danger of being broken; no better cane 
Ila. 45. 9. of it, when the Polſberds firive with the Potfherds of 
Earth; they that think becauſe they are ſtronger Vt 
they can cruſh the weaker, ſhould remember, they 
ſtill but earthen Ones, and it may prove a crul 
themſelves, 
What if ſome, according to the Light God has g 
them, ſtand up for a Chriftian Liberty, in thoſe I 
wherein others according to the Light God hath g 
them yield to a Criſtian Obedience, ſince there aret 
Rom. 14. on both ſides, that do it unto the Lord, and give( 
65. - Thanks, why ſhould they judge or ſet at nought eatifif 
ther, they are both earthen Veſſels, that have theirſherefc 
x Ccr. 13. firmities, and ſeeing through a Glaſs darkly may bp, 
12. flaken; why ſhould they not bear with one another, jon 
| love one another, ſtrengthen the Hands of one and Dpper 
ſince they both are intruſted with that Treaſure, wit 
Rom, 14. conſiſts not in Meats and Drinks, but in Righ;teouſneſi 
17. Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoft, 2 
| Let us therefore fudy the Things which make for IMhonr : 
and unite our Zeal againſt Popery, that common 
my; fer if God for our Sins ſhould ſuffer that to 
vail againſt us, it will be a Rod of Iron to break in I 
| all theſe Potters Veſſels ;, and we cannot do it beiter 
Gal. 5.15. vice, than to quarrel among our ſelves; for if we 
and devour one another, we ſhall ſoon be * d 1 
another, at leaſt fo far as to become an eaſie Prey to 
great Devoure. F 
6. Are we earthen Veſſels? Then let us bear Cont 
and Reproach with Patience, and; not think it ftrang 
fret at it. It would contribute Very much to the Q 
and Repoſe.of our own Minds, if we could but k 
Jpernere ſe ſperm, to deſpiſe being deſpis d, and not u 
diſturb'd or mov'd by it; now thoſe Who over 
themſelves, cannot eaſily bear to be under-valued by 
| thers; let us therefore not only by keeping à good 
+ - Ftrience have this to ſay, as to Sol who think and 
ill of us, that it is falſe and umuſt, and our Heart Nen 
demm us not; But by keeping the Grace of Humiliy| 
its Strength and Exerciſe, have this to ſay, as to { 
who think and ſpeak „ighily of iu, that they cannot! 
a meaner Opimon of us than we have of our ſelves; 
lay us lower before Alen, than * lay our ſelves ad E 
„% Rs Ja; P T | 9 « *" - = 
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batFhay before God. What elſe can earthen Veſſels expect 

at to be deſpis'd, and thrown under Foot? Let us 

ke fore the Honour that comes from God, and then 

eckon it a very ſmall Thing to be judged of Man's Judg- 1 Cor. 4. 
| 3 


. ; 
7. Are we earthen Veſſels? Then let us often think of 
eing broken and laid aſide, and prepare accordingly. 
e are in uſe for a while, and it is our Honour and De- 


29 


a gebt to be employ d in the Service of Chriſt and Souls. 
Mat what is cur Sirength, that we Hould hope to be always Job . 17 
th o be long thus employ d? And what is our End, that we 12. ; 


ould expect to prolong our Life? Is our Strength the 
rength of Stones; Or is our Fleſh of Braſs? No, we are 
ben Veſſels, and are haſtning to the Duſt; let us 


their-Sherefore work the Works of him that ſent us while it is ſohn 9.4. 
y depp, let us fill up our Time with that which will turn 


> forne good Account or other, and improve all our 
avolWppcrtunities of doing good, tho' it be in the foweft 
phere of uſefulneſs, as thoſe that Know and conſider the 
day of our Service is haſtning off, and the Day of our 
account is haftning on. Let us follow our Work with Vi- 
Nor and Reſolution, that at length we may finiſh ow 
urſe with Joy and Honour; in a believing Expectati- 
Wn, that theſe earthen Veſſels, tho' ſown as you have ſec n 
Weakneſs, Diſtonour and Corruption, ſhall ſhortly be 
ter aiſed in Power, and Glory, and Incorruption; thefe vile 
we Wodies made like Chrift's glorious one, according to the 
d ffnighty working, whereby he is able to ſubdue all Things to 
Winſelf, that in Glory, as well as Grace, the Excellency 
the Power may be of him. 

(2.) This Doctrine may be of uſe to you all. Are 
ang our Miniſters earthen Veſſels? 

1. Thank God for the Goſpel Treaſure, tho it be put 
to earthen Veſſels; nay, thank God that it is in ſich 
eſſels, that it may be the nearer to you, and the more 
thin your reach; and give all Diligence to mate ſure 
mr Intereſt in this Treaſure." What will it avail us, that 
e have the. Goſpel in our Land, if we have it not in 
ur Hearts; that we have the ſoumd of it about us, if we 
ave not the ſavour of it within us? That we have Bi- 
les in abundance in our Houſes, and in our Hands, if 
e have not a Bible Religion reigning in our Souls? 

You are laying op Treaſures of this World's Wealth 
may be, © that you would be fo wiſe for your Souls 
ad Eterryty, as to lay up for your ſelves that 2 
T 88 C Whicn 


* 


1 Cor. 4. 
1. 


3 8 


7,8, 


Palm 22, Chriſtians to profeſs it, both which ſhall be accounted 


Heb. 13. ſpoken to us the Ward of God, have ſeen their Exit, 
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which will make you rich rowards God? Which 
ſend you rich out of this World, when Death will | 
ſtript you of all your Poſſe{iions and Enjoyments hey 

2. Eficem the earthen Veſſels for the Tneaſure's 
that is put into them; eſteem them highly in Love; 
Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myfteries of . 
and as ſuch make uſe of them, and ſhew reſpect to thy 
the greateſt Honour and Pleaſure you can do then 
to draw from the Treaſure that is put into them, in 
profiting by their Miniſtrations, and making your 
ting to appear. As far as you find they deliver Chi 
Errarid, receive it and them for his fake. | 

And lince they are earthen - Veſſels, do all you cal 
ftrengthen their Hands in their Work, to forward it, 
to further the Succeſs of it; and take heed of doing 
Thing to diſcourage them. Throw not thoſe Veſſels to 
Ground preſeatly, becauſe in {ome thing ort 
do not pleaſe you; for remember thy, are ear 
Veſſels, and they are your own. ' They that by t 
looſe and irregular walking, or by their unrul nek 
pieviſh Strifes, ſadden the Hearts of faithful H 
do more than they think of towards the hindcringa Mc 
their Work, and the ſhortning of their Days, and 
haps will have a great deal to anſwer for ſhortly. the 

3. Bleſs God that the breaking of the earthen Vela, ſt 
not the Loſs of the Heavenly Treaſure, Miniſters V fr 
but the Word of the Lord endures for ever, and a Seis d 
Miniſters ſhall be raiſed up to preach it, and a Seeiſſe be 
dw Al 
to the Lord for a Generation. Miniſters hold forth Mee, 
Light, but it ſhall not die in their Hands; they hold i yo 
Treaſure, but it ſhall not be bur) d in their Graves; 
tho' we ſee the End of the Converſation of thoſe who b 


ihall ſee them no more, yet we are ſure that Jeu C| 
is the ſame yeſterday to day and for ever. | 

And therefore — Chriſt has provided, that th 
ſhould be a Succeſſion of theſe earthen Veſſels, \ 
ſtonld not you look out accardingly ?. Apply your { 
te him that has the Reſidue of the Spirit, and that | 
the Stars in his right Hand, and attend his Conduct. 
4. Let the Glory of al the: Bene ſit yer have, or may 
15 the Miniſtry of the Geſpel, be given to God, to him 
v; to him intirely, for from him the ExcMency of | 
Power 1. No Praiſe is due to ws, we have a great 0 

* 5 8 „ 1 7 * 1 * oy , 
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our ſelves to be aſſam'd of, and nothing to boaft o 
7g te wut toy the more we de. ot God, the 


Hnabling us for it; and therefore let every Crown 
cal} at the Feet of Free Grace, and every Song ſan 
the humble Tune of, Pſalm 115. t. Not unto us, G 
md, not unto us, but unto thy Name give Glory. 

. Let the Conſideration of the Frailty and Mortality of 
w Minifters, quicken you to make a diligent Improve- 
Wert of their Labours, while they are continued with you, 
dr have the Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, therefore de- 
not to make it yours, leſt the Veſſels that are moſt 
it, Mely to convey it to you ſhonld break, and others ſuch 
ing puld not be rais d up, and ſo you come ſhort of it. 
te held nom is the acrepted Time, therefore put not off 


-r great Work you were ſent into the World about to 

urther Time: But to Day, while it is called to Day, 

ar the Voice of Chriſt, and heed. it, Ter a little John 12. 
ile is the Light with you, therefore walk and work 36. 
wille you have the Light. He that will not ſerid to you 

ria Meſſenger from Heaven, will not ſend to you by 
eſlenger from the Grave; if you believe not Moſes 


* 
ez 


nd 
a 


| the Prophets, your Miniſters, when once laid in the 
ſt, ſhall be no more Reprovers ro yon; nor Samuel be 


ers d from the Dead to adviſe Saul, who would not be 


Seel is d by him while he was with him. By theſe there- 
Seed Me be ad mom ſ d now, at length in this your Day, to 
ed . and underſtand the Thyigs that belong to your 
rth ee, left you deſpair at the laſt, when they are hid 
0d your Eyes. | 4 
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A Short 


Mr. Damel Burgeſs. 
E was born about the Year 1645, at & 
in Middleſex, where his Father Mr, H. 
' Burgeſs was at that time Miniſter, but 
terwards remov'd to Sutton in Wilt 
and then to Collinburn Ducis in the ſame County, a 
ry conſiderable Living, I am told, of about 401. 
Annum. And thence he was turn'd out by the Af 
Uniformity, chuſing rather to quit it on the fatal 
tholomew-day, 1662. than to wrong his Conſcience; 
with what little he had of bis own, by the Bleſling 
God, made a Shift to maintain and educate a nume 
Family. ET, 5 „ a 

This Son of his being look'd upon to be a Child 
pregnant Parts, he ſent at Nine Years old to Winch 
School, and after ſome time he was choſen into the Fe 
dation, where, as is ſuppos'd, he continu'd till he 
mov'd to the Univerſity ; He was enter'd Comme 
of Magdalen- Hall in Oxford, in Michaelmas Term, 16 
when we take him to be but about 15 Years of Ago 
great was his Proficiency. That-Houſe then flouril 
much under Dr. Henry Wilkinſon, that was then Print 
— of it, but was turn'd out by the Act of Uniform 

is Tutor was one Mr. Northmore, a Devonſhire 
of great Note for Piety and Learning, and an acute 
putanf. 

One that was his Contemporary in Magdalen. 
gives us this Account of him, that he was obſerv'd to 


eA Short Account, &c. 

ry cloſe hard Student, and his Demeanor in the 
oule was in all Reſpects very good. 
He continued there till he was Batchelor's' ſtanding ; 
t then he and ſome others his Co-temporaries in th 
ne Houſe (Mr. Brice, and Mr. Cudmore) ſcrupling 
[thing that was required of them for their Degree, 
lam inform'd, choſe rather to wave taking it, than 
| _ (he Impoſitions they were then diffatis- 


Id 
don after that he left the Univerſity, and went to 
'1Ris Father's in the Country; and in a little while went 
"To be Chaplain to Mr. Foy! of Chute in Miliſbire; and 
hence miov'd to the fame Poſt in the Family of Mr. 
wth of Tedworth in the ſame County, where he was 
ator to his Son, and ſome other Gentlemens Sons. 
r ſome Years he was courted by the Earl of Orrery, 
F. Lor. Preſident of Adunſter, (who was Mr. Baxter's great 
Friend) to go over with him to Veld; which he did 
+ Noat the Year 1667. ; 
e The Earl fet up a School at Charlevill, for the 
-arWrengthening of the Intereſt of the Proteſtant _— 
nin that Kingdom, and nominated Mr. Burgeſs t 
, 2 Wead Maſter of it; there he had the Education of the 
” | ons of many of the Nobility and Gentry of that 


1 of Ireland. Aſter he left that School he was 


Ss \ 


al ſome time Chaplain to the Lady Aervin, near 
ce EM 
ine He was ordain'd in Dublin Dr. Harriſon, Dr. 
dual , and fone other Miniſters ogy tn 


xd Mrs. Briſcoe, by whom he had a Son and two 
Ruphters. 


He continued in that Kingdom about ſeven Years; 
his Father growing infirm, ſent for him over to ſet- 
near him, which he did in the Year 1674. | 
He took up his Reſidence at Marlborough, in Mit- 
7s, where he applied himſelf cloſely to the Work of 
e Miniſtry, as the Difficulty of the Times would per- 
(pit, for he had the Courage to put to Sea in a Storm, 
nen very ſew Non - conformiſts did. 
He labour'd abundantly, and with great Succeſs, at 
lalperengh, and in the Parts adjacent, and afterwards 
eched ſtatedly at Baden, and occaſionally at Hun- 
ord, Ramsbury, Alborn, and other Places therea- 


Zhilt 
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e Fo 
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1 Short oc if. 
And as he was much follow'd by thoſe that lov'd 
valu'd his Miniſtry, ſo he was perſecuted 
thoſe that hated it, and much Hardſhip he under ve 
Being once taken up for preaching, be was cm 
to the Common Jay, at Aarlhngh, where be 
nothing either to ſit down or lie down upon, but 
forced to walk all Night, till next Day his Friends gi 
Bed in to him at a Window. He was likewiſe dem 
Copy of his Commitment. But aſter ſome tia 
came out upon Bail; his Proſetutions at Aﬀtizes 
Seſſions were very expenſive to him; and as he ſabe 
ſohe ſuffer d abundantiy. . BAT 
Ihe Violence of his Perſecutars in the Count 
length forc'd him to London, about the Year 1685, 
there he was when the Diſſenters had ſome breath 
time allow'd them in 1687, and then he 'farft begu 
be taken notice of in the City; and ſome little Singuiag 
ties be had in his preaching, made him to be the. i 
and the more taken notice of. And in a little time 
Hearers were very numerous; (and among them 
Perſons of Diſtinttion) form d themſelves into a Soi. 
and took a Meeting: place for him in Bridges Seveet a? 
Covent Garden; divers of them were the Remameng 
Dr. Manton's Congregation thereabouts. There 
continued many Years. | 1 ol 
After that Turn of the Tide, in Favour of the I* 
ſenters, he was advis'd by agreat Man, to take his 
vant ige again} thoſe in the Country, who! had pit 
cuted him beyond the Law; bat he ſaid No, be 
frecly forgiven them, and would never meditate 
venge. | 
He often ſaid he choſe rather to be profitable 
jaſluanable.im his preiching, and that he thought it 
him more Pains to ſtudy Flammeſs; than. it did ot 
ſtudy Fiveneſs ;, and that he would be: willing to go 
the common way tomeet with Sinners, to perſwaoe 
to return to their God. That's the chief Key: (laid 
that fits the Loc and opens rhe Dopr, tho* it be 8 
Silver or Golden one. And many have acknowlul 
that they came to hear him at firſt only to fro 
bim, and make a Jeft of what he ſaid, but went i 
under fuch Convictions about the Concerns of. 
Souls and another World, as, it was hoped, ended 
happy Change of their Spirits. 


W. Danke] Burgeſs. 

„du bi Preaching he infiſted moſtly upon the- firſt and 
col rest Principtes of Religion, which all good Chriſtians 
rue agreed in, and one that was a very competent Judge 


he onſtrating them, and making them plain and evident, 
woll Men he ever beard. He much hamentetl, and vi- 

roaſly oppor the Growth of Deiſm and. Infidelity 
ig us; faying, he dreaded a Chriſtieſa Chriftianity. 
meddied not with Party Matters, or Matters of 

abe Diſputarion, but plainly made it his Aim to 
ating People to believe in Jeſus Chriſt, and to live in 
- I Gotlineſs and Honeſty. He was particularly care- 
Fro explain the two Covenants of Works and Grace, 
10 guard again the two Rocks of Preſumption und 


» was obſerv d to be: very ſerĩous in Prayer, and not 
er himſelf there fach Liberties of Expreſſion as he 
metimes took in preaching. 9 £0 * 
He had a great Dexterity in reſolving Cafes of Con- 
eee, abundauce of which were brought him from 

ter Congregatians as well as his own, ' . 
He now and ther us d ſome plain Similitudes or ſur- 
king Turns of Expreſſion, or little Stories, fach per- 
s as we find Biſhop Latimer's Sermong | 
t celebrated Preacher and Martyr_) which by ſome 
te turn d to his Reproach; bat it is certain many 

ticular Stories were malicionſly father's an him, 
refit werezbominably falſe, and were rais'd by a lying 
rt onfy to obſtruct his Uſefulneſs; and in the gene- 
le was induſt riouſſy miſrepreſented by many, who 
Þ be fear'd therein diſcover'd no Kindneſs for ſerious 
Ilineſs; a Gentleman having once the Curioſity to 
beat him, when he had done, could ſcarce be 
to believe that that was Mr. wry ; for, faith 
ever heard a better Sermon in my Life 
is Moderation was known unto all Men, and he 
i= fiid he card not fo? being diſtinguiſh'd by 
Denomination, but that of a Chriſtian of Auti- 


eus 2 moſt agreeable Man in Converſation, (which 

Ml can fay concerning him of my own Kno ge} 
j 7 bv pleaſant; and his Diſcourſe gaad and 
e He nd Witand Learning, and 


2 


E 2 He 


a me, he thought he had as good a Faculty in de- 


55 


36 **4 Short Account of 
He was much reſpected by. many conſiderable 
and like St. Paul paſs d by Honour and good Repory 
well as Diſhonour and evil Report. The Ex 
ou Dr. Bates, I am told, had a particular Kindneſ 
His Delight was much in his Study, and there he 
moſt of the Day; and was uneafie when he wa 

terrupted, or call d from it, unleſs it were to do 
good Office. He went from Strength to Strength i 
Work, and choſe rather to wear away, than to 
It is well known, he had marry very fore Trial 
the latter end of his Time, and ſome of them went 
neaf him, the Unkindneſſes, at leaſt 7 of k 
of his Friends, much nesrer than the Inſults of his 
mies; which yet, faith he, © I have never inclin'd þ 
+. preſs my Feeling of, to any Friend ſave Eloah, ] 
% nuel only. But it muſt, and ſhall be ſaid to the 
of New Covenant Grace (ſo he goes on in the 
Ie by me) © of never-failing Grace, All my 
axe not /eepleſs, all Days are not reftleſs, ever 

is not found fazrhbleſs, nor are all Enemies foun 
% All difturbed Studies are not tafileſs, all the diſc 
< «raged Sermons have not proved fruitleſt; All the 
. ous Troubles ha ve not been comfortleſs, nor the Coy 

«© mix'd with them ſucceſzleſs. Some Hrapes have 
<< gather'd from. both fort of Thorns,/apd the ines 
«< wherewith the. Tree is ſo much ſeiled, tis hopedWnd w 
e make it the more fruitful, Remember (Haith he) Ws to 

* Ladd; when you ſee-me not, and when | ſhall at 

no more; I am near Home; and whatever falls ag.. 
** betwixt and Home, I ſhall ſtrive my ſelf, and e of 
( ſuch as you, to. maintain a Holy Goſpel, Alacri hen h 
, * Chearfulneſs. Becanſe it is moſt. ſure, (1.) Ouf g of 
* anproves it, and: reguires it in all States. (2.) ey: 
* Lord Jeſus is anointed to give it · to us. 0 


Org: 

*% Infirmiy- Helper is (ent to work it in us. 3 Our Je 
«4 gerous Enemy is ad vantag d by our want of it. (5) 
our ſpiritual Bread to ſtrengthen us. (6.) II 
Bright Armour to adorn and defend us. - 
think you therefore in your Supplications far 
44 ſelves, and for a poor Servant of that Lord, 
10 r. * — 2 _— and 
IChes; content, J hope, as Luther e, to; 

© Names be vilified, ſo that his Name — de Hal 


Sd d + 


V. Daniel Burgeſs. 
and Glorified. I am ſure New Covenant Grice is 
cordial and oy . and I * no Day ſhall 


wi 
his - Lt Sickneſs, which" continued ſome 
anths, and was . 3 — Nature, he had 3 


at Compoſure of was very much in a 
wenly Frame. He expreſ'd an intire Submiſſion to 
Divine Will, often repeating the Words of David, 
Ill find favour in the Eye ; of the Lord, he will bring 
7 to ſee the Ark and bi Habitation ; but if not, 

Ian, let the Lord do with me as ſcemeth good in 
2 s, He ſaid, if he muſt work no more, he 
| rather be idle under Ground, than idle above 


His great Weakneſs diſabled him from ſpeaking much, 
moſt that he did ſay was heavenly and eisdnble 
e once ſaid, a little — his Death, I thank God, 1 
x been dying every Day in the Week. With God 
kid he) is terrible Majeſty, and that the guilty World 
iſ find ere long, Who can diſpute an all- 2a God, 
evade bis Charges ? But there is a Mediator, an Imma» 
O for a Chrift, or rn 0 for that Covenant 
AT to make him ours ! 
me Evening before his Death, a Friend that came 
ee him, ſpeaking of Publick Affairs, aid, it was 
d there would be a Storm: He anſwer with chear- 
jeſs, but God will houſe ſome of his Children firſt, 
nd when he was ſo weak, that he could ſcarce ſpeak 
as to be underſtood, he ſaid, Well, Here's. all Trou- 
at the Gate, bur when got through it, no more, no 
re, And when he ſeem'd to be fainting away, a and 
te of his near Relations thereupon cry d out in a Fright, 
hen he recover'd himſelf, he ask'd, what was the mean- 
z of that Shriek ? We thoug ht you had been dying, aid 
ty : And what if I had? Sale he; what needed that Con- 
2. Thus — thos 2 did he enter into 


Jay of his Lo 
He was Bury d at St. Clement Danes Church, 


31. 1747. 


The Books he publiſh'd were theſe. Soliloquies, 
hich he Printed in — Mr. Noah Web's Funeral 
rmon in 1675. when he was in Miliſpirt. And after 
en in Re 4 9 to FRY written at the 
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Jodge — for-the uſe «| can 
Criminals. . Three Qyxeſtiani plainly  Refolv'd.' 
courſe of the Lord Supper. Cenget to the Rick 
am Addrek to. King Will:aw. Of Recoucdiation to 
Charatiers of a Godly, Man, more ar leſs, grows in 
The Clroftiaw Desalegue. Hang to Arger we; 
Direttiemt fer reading, tha Ward of God profitably... 
Gelden Swoffers, the Firſt Sermon preach d bod the 
eties for Reformation of Manners, Hay 
the Faith. Duties of Penta and Ciildven, > 
#be Scriptures Divine Original. Sure Way te Wi 
Funeral Sermons on Mrs. Hook, Mr. Nemim ba! 
and the Counteſs of Ranchagh A Sermon in the 
ing Exerciſe, 1689. concerning the Converſion of | 
People. - The moſt Nifficule Duty made exfie, or Dy 
ens to hrung cn Hearts 10 fexgive Injuries. Foolify | 
wg aved Ir Deſerih d aud Ondemm d, iu a Se 
on Eph. x. 4. Res 32 the. Word, with c 
 Mpheoriſos concernivg R 
> the S a — 16 
Ml. Conſider atians againſt them. 
Funeral Serman, Tbe Neath and Reſt, Reſurred 
and bleſſed Portion of the Saints, with. the Work a 
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Redoemerahd Redes Man's Whale Duty, and 
wonderful intreaty of, him thereunta Advice to 
rents and Children. - And « Latin Defence of Mob 
ſermity, entdled, Aphelario as Frutres Extreras. 


